today, and they have come for your blessing.'* Bapu
made them sit in front of him and said: "Blessings
cannot be had for nothing, you know! Have you brought
anything for Harijans as payment? You must have
given lavish dakshinas (presents) to your purohits (priests).
But have you given anything to the Harijans? I won't
let you cheat the Harijans., mind! Gome on, give me
dakshina for the Harijans, and you shall have your
blessing!"          *

The innocent newly-w7eds were mute, as newly-
weds must be. They just looked bewildered at the gentle-
man who had brought them.

Then, said the gentleman: "Mahatmaji, what you
say is quite right; but this young man is M. G, Raja's
son, and this young lady his daughter-in-law!"

M. & C. Raja! Harijan himself, and chief leader of
the Harijans in the South!! What a joke! Bapu burst
into a hearty laugh and said: eeOh, then you are absolved
from this tax!"

I said to myself: "Yes, it is a joke! But it must have
convinced this young Harijan couple of Bapu's deep
and abiding love for the Harijans."
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